
 

French (Modern Foreign Languages) Progression Map 

This progression map outlines how pupils develop both substantive knowledge and disciplinary knowledge in French from Year 3 
through to the end of Key Stage 2. It ensures that learning is carefully sequenced, cumulative, and progressive, so that pupils 
build secure foundations in language learning and increasingly communicate with confidence, accuracy and independence. 

At Ordsall, French is taught using the Language Angels scheme, which provides a structured approach to progression across 
listening, speaking, reading, writing, grammar and phonics. Components are selected and sequenced to ensure coverage, 
coherence and progression in line with national expectations. 

At Ordsall, we define knowledge in French as follows: 

Substantive knowledge: The vocabulary, phrases, grammar and cultural knowledge that pupils are taught and expected to 
remember, including words, sentence structures, verb forms and phonics patterns. 

Disciplinary knowledge: An understanding of how languages work and how to listen, speak, read and write effectively in a 
foreign language. This includes developing strategies for decoding meaning, forming sentences, recognising patterns, applying 
grammar rules and communicating ideas with increasing independence – learning to think like a language learner. 

Threads 

In French, key threads run throughout the curriculum, providing continuity and coherence as pupils move through each year 
group. These recurring strands help pupils make connections between components of learning, revisit and embed prior learning, 
and deepen their understanding of how language works. We have identified the following core threads within our French 
curriculum: 

Listening: Developing the ability to understand spoken French, from recognising familiar words and phrases to gist-listening to 
longer and less familiar spoken language. 

Speaking: Developing confidence and accuracy in pronunciation, intonation and sentence formation, progressing from single 
words and short phrases to conversations and justified opinions. 

Reading: Developing the ability to read and understand written French, using phonics knowledge, cognates, context and 
decoding strategies to access meaning. 

Writing: Developing written communication, progressing from copying words and phrases to writing sentences and short texts 
using a range of grammatical structures. 

Grammar: Developing understanding of key grammatical concepts, including noun gender, articles, adjectival agreement, verb 
conjugation and sentence structure. 

Phonics & Pronunciation: Developing accurate pronunciation and reading skills through systematic teaching of French phonemes 
and letter strings. 

Disciplinary Knowledge 

Within our French curriculum, we have identified the following core disciplinary areas that shape how pupils learn to 
communicate and understand language effectively: 
 

Listening for Meaning Using taught vocabulary and contextual clues to understand spoken language, progressing 
from familiar content to unfamiliar language through gist-listening strategies. 

Communicating Orally Using vocabulary and grammatical structures to communicate ideas verbally, ask and 
answer questions, express preferences and give opinions. 

Decoding and Reading Applying phonics knowledge, cognates and context to decode unfamiliar written language 
and understand meaning. 

Writing and Sentence 
Construction 

Using models, scaffolds and grammatical knowledge to construct accurate written sentences 
and short texts. 

Grammar Awareness 
Recognising and applying grammatical patterns to manipulate language independently and 
accurately. 

 



 

Progression Model (Language Angels) 

French at Ordsall follows the Language Angels teaching types, ensuring clear progression across Key Stage 2: 

• Early Language Units – building confidence through familiar vocabulary, songs, stories and short phrases. 

• Intermediate Units – extending sentence length, introducing grammar concepts and encouraging more independent 
language use. 

• Progressive Units – developing fluency, spontaneity and accuracy through extended listening, reading and writing tasks 
using increasingly authentic language. 

Progression is built deliberately across Year 3 to Year 6, with expectations increasing in complexity, independence and accuracy 
as pupils revisit and extend prior learning. 
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